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and India pull together in the years to come, they will
contribute effectively to the rebuilding of the world on
saner foundations.

INDIA'S SYMPATHY FOR CHINA

We in India have learnt to admire the heroism and
determination with which you have been fighting for your
self-respect and freedom under the leadership of your
Generalissimo. You were the first to stand up and fight
against the aggressors in this war and for four and a half
years, until the attack on Pearl Harbour brought America
and Britain to your side; you fought alone and single-
handed against a formidable foe with a toughness that has-
silenced the sceptics about the future of China. In your
difficulties, our leaders have expressed their keen sympathy
and their earnest hope that, whatever may be the temporary
set-backs, this country shall never be conquered and will
eventually winr Rabindranath's letters of rebuke to the
Japanese poet Yone Noguchi are well known. When Gandhi,
in his attempt to give the half-starved, disease-stricken
millions of India food and dignity through national effort,
adopted the much misunderstood slogan of 'Quit India',
he explained that it meant only the political withdrawal of
Britain, the termination of British control and not necessarily
the British connexion and he did not mean to prejudice in
any manner the war effort against the Axis Powers conducted
from the Indian base. The leaders of the Indian National
Congress were at pains to make it clear to'the Chinese people
that their struggle for immediate independence will not be
earned out in a way that will hamper the war effort or injure
the cause of China. Gandhiji wrote to the Generalissimo
before his imprisonment in August, 1942: "Because of the
feeling I have toward China, I am anxious to explain to you
that my appeal to the British power to withdraw from India
is not meant in any shape or form to weaken India's defence
against the Japanese or to embarrass you in your struggle.
Whatever action I may recommend will be governed by the